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29 December 1947

¥r, Felix ¥, Lariin ILLEGIB
Jpecisl Lezal Consultant

MLiee of the Jeoretary of Nefense

The Panimgon
Taghingtou, 2. C,

Jwar Hr, Larking

Your letter of 24 November requests aour commeuts on the dralt
of Lhe Bill %0 awend feotion 805 of the Commurioations 4a% of 1934, You
STATINTL @re correstly informed by of our lnteress in this measure,
and I have had prepared a memoran setting forth the views of this
office ai lengths T snolese a copy of thir paper for your information.

Undar the statubtes by whieh 18 was oreased, this Agency s
linited %o "he fleld of foreizn intelligence pertaininr to nationel
seeurity, "ur interest in emsuding the Cemamioations Aet is, thasrefore,
1ixited to a {leld less broad than that which is ocomprehended by the
present Armft, "¢ are not in e pesition *o suppert s ~casure whioh
oould Le cbastrusd to authorise “wire-tapping® iu the contreversial sense
dlsonaged in the lester from the Conmunicetions Cesmission Chalrman,

Our purposes could be served by an muthority narrower than tha$ pro-
posed, linl%ed in definice terus ts foreign commmicabiens, e have

somne doubt as te whether new lscislation 1s actually requirsd fer this
purpoee, but tlnoe, as She asimched paper indicates, there is room for
soraldarsblo arsument, we fesl *hat an snend-ent te olarlfy the situstion
would de propar and desirable, Such a provoeed ancudent $n 2et “orth
at the end nf the attashed paper,

73 should be plsassd %o support lesislsitinn limited in this
manney which mull elarify ze suthority of those azeusiss preperly
engared in intelli eace activities =nd which vould proteci private
fndividuals or ageucles callad on e cooperate in these aciliviiies,
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